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SUBJECT: DEATH OF UGANDAN MINISTERS AND ARCHBISHOP 

1. DEPT. WILL HAVE NOTED KAMPALA RADIO REPORT THAT 
THREE PROMINENT UGANDANS ACCUSED OP COUP-PLOTTING 
WERE KILLED IN AUTO ACCIDENT ON PEB. 16, ALLEGEDLY 
WHILE TRYING TO ESCAPE PROM CUSTODY AS THEY WERE 
BEING TRANSPORTED AWAY PROM PUBLIC MEETING ATTENDED 
BY AMIN TO CONDEMN COUP PLOT. THE THREE ARE MOST 
REV. JANAN LUWUM, ANGLICAN ARCHBISHOP OP UGANDA, 

RWANDA, BURUNDI AND EASTERN ZAIRE; MINISTER OP LANDS 
AND WATER RESOURCES LT. COL. ERENAYO ORYEMA, AND 
MINISTER OP INTERNAL AFPAIRS CHARLES OBOTH-OPUMBI. 
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2. ACCORDING TO WESTERN DIPLOMATS WHO HAVE BEEN IN 
UGANDA RECENTLY, PROTESTANT AND CATHOLIC CHURCH 
LEADERS HAD BEEN WORRIED IN RECENT WEEKS ABOUT AMIN 
MOVE AGAINST THE CHURCH. DESPITE THIS APPREHENSION, 
ANGLICAN CLERGY REACTED SHARPLY TO SECURITY PORCES' 
EPPORTS TO INTIMIDATE ARCHBISHOP LUWUM BY SEARCHING 
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HIS HOUSE AT GUNPOINT ON FEB. 5 AND ACCUSING HIM OF 
INVOLVEMENT IN COUP PLOT ALLEGEDLY MASTERMINDED BY 
FORMER PRESIDENT OBOTE. ACCORDING NAIROBI STANDARD 
(CONFIRMED BY BRITISH DIPLOMAT HERE), EIGHTEEN 
BISHOPS SIGNED FORCEFUL LETTER DATED FEB. 10 DEPLORING 
ATROCITIES COMMITTED BY AMIN'S SECURITY FORCES, 
ASSERTING THAT GUNS IN HANDS OF THESE ELEMENTS ARE IN 
EFFECT "POINTED AT EVERY CHRISTIAN...AND HAVE BEEN 
INCREASINGLY USED AGAINST THE UGANDAN TO TAKE AWAY 
HIS LIFE AND PROPERTY. " 

3. COMMENT: MAJORITY OF UGANDANS ARE CHRISTIAN 
AND HAVE LONG RESENTED AMIN'S USE OF MUSLIM 
MINORITY TRIBESMEN FROM THE NORTH TO MAINTAIN 
CONTROL OF POPULACE. KILLING OF ARCHBISHOP AND TWO 
MINISTERS WHO ARE SAID TO BE STRONG CHRISTIANS MAY 
AROUSE MORE UNIFIED OPPOSITION TO AMIN THAN HAS BEEN 
SEEN FOR SEVERAL YEARS. 

MARSHALL 
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